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 When Herod was king of Judea, there was 

a Jewish priest named Zechariah and his wife 

Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous in 

God’s sight, living blamelessly and following 

all the commands of the Lord. Nevertheless, 

they had been unable to have children and were 

both very old.   



 When Zechariah’s priestly division was on 

duty, he was chosen to enter the sanctuary of the 

Lord and burn incense. At that hour the people 

were praying outside. An angel of the Lord 

appeared to him, standing by the incense altar. 

When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified and 

overcome with fear.  



          The angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, 

Zechariah, because your prayer has been heard. 

Your wife Elizabeth will have a baby boy. He 

will be your son. You will name him John. He 

will be a joy and a delight to you, and many 

people will rejoice because of his birth.” 



 “Your son will be great in the eyes of the 

Lord, but he must never touch wine or other 

alcoholic drinks. He will be filled with God’s 

Holy Spirit even before his birth. He will be a 

man with the power of Elijah who will prepare 

the people’s hearts for the coming of the Lord.”  



 “How can I be sure this will happen? For I 

am an old man, and my wife is also old,” 

Zechariah asked.  

 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel and I stand 

in the very presence of God. God sent me to 

bring you this good news! But since you didn’t 

believe what I said, you will be unable to speak 

until the child is born.” 



 The people were waiting for Zechariah to 

come out of the sanctuary and wondering why 

he was taking so long. When he finally came 

out, he couldn’t speak to them. They realized 

from the hand motions that he was making that 

he must have seen a vision. 



 Soon afterward, Elizabeth became 

pregnant. When the baby came, Elizabeth 

stayed at home for five months. She said, “The 

Lord has looked with favor upon me and taken 

away my shame among the people.” 



 Eight days after Elizabeth gave birth, the 

family came together for a special ceremony. 

They wanted to name the baby Zechariah after 

his father. But, Elizabeth said, “No! His name is 

John!”  

 “What!” they said. “There is no one in 

your family with that name.” 



   So, they asked Zechariah what he wanted 

the baby’s name to be. He asked for a writing 

tablet and wrote: “His name is John.” 

Immediately, his mouth was opened and he 

began to speak, praising God. All who heard 

about him said, “What will this child become? 

The Lord’s hand is with him!” 



 John grew up and became strong in the 

power of the Holy Spirit. He lived in the 

wilderness until he began his ministry among 

the people to prepare the way for Jesus.   
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