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 Eight days after he was born, Mary and 

Joseph brought their son for the ceremony of 

circumcision. At this ceremony he was officially 

given the name Jesus—the name told to them 

by the angel, Gabriel. 



          When the days of purification were 

finished, Mary and Joseph brought Jesus to the 

temple to dedicate him to the Lord. Also, they 

brought the sacrifice required by the law of 

Moses— “a pair of turtledoves or two young 

pigeons.” 



 There was a man living in Jerusalem 

whose name of Simeon. He was righteous and 

very dedicated to the Lord. Simeon had been 

told by the Holy Spirit that he would not die 

until he saw the Messiah that was promised by 

God.  



 That day, he was led by the Holy Spirit into 

the temple. When Mary and Joseph brought in 

Jesus, Simeon took him in his arms and said, 

“Lord, now you can let me depart in peace. For 

my eyes have seen the Savior of the world just as 

you promised.” 



 Simeon continued by saying, “This child 

will be a light that will shine for all the nations 

and he will be the glory of Israel.”  

          Mary and Joseph were amazed at what 

was being said about him. Simeon continued, 

“Behold, this child will cause the rise and fall of 

many in Israel. Many will oppose him. And 

your heart will be broken because of this.” 



 At the very moment that they were talking 

to Simeon, a prophetess named Anna—an 84 

year old widow—came up to them. She served 

in the temple both day and night with fasting 

and prayer.  



 She began to thank God for sending 

Jesus—the Savior of the world. And, later, she 

spoke about him to everyone who was looking 

forward to the deliverance of Jerusalem.   



   When Mary and Joseph had finished 

everything required by God’s law, they returned 

home to Nazareth. Jesus continued to grow and 

become strong. He was filled with wisdom and 

God’s grace was on him.  
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