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 Jesus grew up in the town of Nazareth with 

his parents Mary and Joseph. 



          Every year his parents traveled to 

Jerusalem for an important festival known as 

Passover. It was a time when thousands of Jews 

would come together. They would celebrate 

God’s deliverance from slavery in Egypt way 

back during the time of Moses. So, when Jesus 

was twelve years old, they went up to the 

festival according to their custom.  



 When the feast had ended, Mary and 

Joseph joined a group of relatives and friends 

that were traveling home from Jerusalem. Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents 

didn’t know that he had done this.  



 Mary and Joseph thought that he was among 

them in the group that was traveling home. After 

they had journeyed for a whole day they realized 

he wasn’t there. So, they began looking for him 

among their group.  



 After searching frantically and not finding 

Jesus among their relatives and friends, they 

decided to go back to Jerusalem and search for 

him. 



 After searching for 3 days, they found him 

in the temple. He was sitting among the teachers 

of the law listening and asking questions.  



 All those who heard young Jesus speaking 

were amazed at his knowledge and 

understanding. He asked such good questions 

and gave such good answers.  



   When Mary and Joseph saw him, they 

were astonished. Mary said to him, “Son, why 

have you treated us like this? Your father and I 

have been frantically searching for you.” 



   “Why were you searching for me?” Jesus 

asked them. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my 

Father’s house?” But, Mary and Joseph didn’t 

understand what he meant. 



   After leaving Jerusalem, Jesus returned to 

Nazareth with his parents. He was obedient to 

them and did what they asked of him.     

          Nevertheless, Mary pondered all these 

things in her heart. She wondered what they 

might mean.  



   Through the years, Jesus grew and 

became a man. He especially grew in wisdom 

and stature—in the grace of both God and man.  
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