
The Mars Hill Approach  | Week of Feb 27– Mar 6, 2022 

Welcome (5-10 minutes):  
      Take some time to get to know one another and 

hear how each other’s week has been going.  
 

Ice-Breaker Questions (5-10 minutes):  
      Are you a fan of ice cream? If you are, what is your 

favorite kind? 
 

Opening—Please have someone from the group read aloud:  
      From Pastor Dan: The Bible tells us in Acts 1:8, “But you will 

receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and 

you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” The role of the Holy 

Spirit is absolutely vital when we’re having Gospel 

conversations with others. He is the one who empowers us as 

we share. In addition, He convicts the hearts of those whom 

we engage with the message of Christ.  

     Nevertheless, the Apostle Peter reminds us to “Always be 

prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to 

give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect” (1 Peter 3:15).  
      

     We can see from these two passages that evangelism 

is both God’s participation in addition to our personal 

preparation. What basic things do you think all Christians 

need to be prepared to share concerning their faith and 

salvation? 
 

Read This Week’s Passages 

      Acts 17:19-34 
 

 

Read Acts 17:24-25 

      In today’s passage, we see how the Apostle Paul shared 

his faith with the city council atop the Areopagus. In this 

“Mars Hill Approach” he alludes to four attributes of God that 

we can use as a method of sharing our faith. Notice that he 

didn’t start out with the story of Jesus or His crucifixion. 

Instead, he opens by talking about the greatness of God 

revealed in creation. 

     Why didn’t Paul immediately start explaining Jesus to the 

Athenians? How could you also insert the greatness of God 

into your everyday conversations?  

Read Acts 17:26-28 

     After expounding on the greatness of God, Paul turns his 

attention to the goodness of God. He talks about how God 

wants to be known by His human creation. God loves us and 

cares for us. He doesn’t like the distance created by our sin. 

He wants to be close to us (e.g. Jer. 9:23-24, Hos. 6:6).  

      How can you relate to others that God is a personal God? 

What parts of your testimony could you use to show that God 

cares and wants to be active in our lives?  
 

Read Acts 17:30-31a 

      Next, Paul brings up the governance of God. Under 

God’s ultimate rulership, there is a form of “spiritual treason” 

known as sin. Sin is not only offensive to God and brings 

about His wrath, but it also corrupts our soul like a cancer 

leading to death.  

     What is the problem with only sharing about the love of 

God, but failing to mention the judgement of God? How does 

it change the way we interact with the lost when we view 

their sin as a cancer that will ultimately lead to death 

(Romans 6:23)? Read Matthew 9:11-13. How does Jesus’ 

position as a “doctor” affect who He ministered to?  

Read Acts 17:31b-32 

      Finally, Paul begins to address the grace of God by 

describing Jesus’ resurrection after which he paid the price 

for our sins.  

     What is grace? Is grace free for the one who’s giving it? 

How can you explain to someone else that God’s grace the 

cure to our spiritual cancer? 

 


